states had rent-to-income percentages greater than the often cited 30% threshold.

Hawaii

New Hampshire
Maine
Delaware
Florida
Oregon
California
Nevada
Minnesota
Connecticut
Arizona
Maryland
Montana
Utah

Idaho
Colorado
North Carolina
Georgia
Michigan
Washington
Rhode Island
New Mexico
lllinois
Alaska

Texas
Mississippi
West Virginia
Indiana
Vermont
South Carolina
New Jersey
lowa
Tennessee
Nebraska
Wisconsin
Virginia

Ohio

Kansas
Pennsylvania
Kentucky
Massachusetts
Oklahoma
Missouri
Wyoming
South Dakota
Arkansas
Louisiana
Alabama
New York
Washington, D.C.
North Dakota

Sources: TransUnion Rental Screening Solutions, Inc., 2019 Census Bureau American Community Survey,

Apartment Affordabllity
by Percentage of Rent-to-Income

Apartment Affordability By State 2020
During 2020, U.S renter households spent on average 27% of their income on rent. Only six

5-year estimates, NAA Research
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he percentage of income households

spent on rent remained relatively flat
year-over-year. As of Q1 2021, the average
share of income households spent on rent
was 27.6%.

Percentage Point Change
Q12020 vs. Q12021

10.4

partment renters in South Dakota,

Vermont, and Missouri spent more of
their income on rent than in Q1 2020. In
contrast, renters in New Hampshire, lowa
and Delaware spent less on rent.

Top and Bottom States
by Rent-to-Income
Percentage Point Change

Q12020 vs. Q12021
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H ousing affordability is impacted by both
rental rates and income levels, among
other factors. Consequently, states and
metro areas which are often considered to
be affordable are not necessarily because
households in those areas have lower
incomes. In the same vein, places like
New York and Washington, D.C. show as
generally more affordable in our rankings
due to higher income levels.

Top 5 Most and Least Affordable States

by Percentage of Rent-to-Income
As of Q12021

Most Affordable Least Affordable
1T ND - 18% 1 VT - 35%
2 A - 22% 2 H - 34%
3 NY - 23% 3 OR - 32%
4 DC - 24% 4 DE - 3%
5 KS - 24% 5 ID - 3%
Notes:

1. Rent-to-income averages are based on
residential lease applicants screened by
TransUnion’s Resident Screening platform
between January 1, 2020 and April 30, 2021.

2. The data sourced covered 1.1 million rental
applications with no U.S. state having fewer
than 252 applications.

3. Census Bureau’s median renter household
income represents all U.S renter households.



