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Mind 
If I

Vape?
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he hazy interpretation and policymaking efforts affecting e-cigarettes has permeated
the apartment industry.
As localities debate the definitions and limitations of e-cigarettes’ growing use,

community managers—particularly those who market their properties as “smoke-
free”—are undergoing due diligence concerning how to respond.
“Most of our properties are smoke-free,” says Scott Wilkerson, CIO, Ginkgo Resi-

dential, Charlotte, N.C. “E-cigarettes have not been a problem, so far. The science is
still an open question, but they do not produce second-hand smoke or start fires.”
Virginia Love, Vice President, Leasing & Marketing, Waterton Residential, Chica-

go, says it’s likely that her company eventually will ban them so it can maintain its
“smoke-free” claim.
“This is an issue still to be discussed for the long term,” Love says. “We just have

not gotten to the point yet of making a decision.”
Representing a tiny fraction of money spent on tobacco products in the United

State, e-cigarettes are expected to be a $1.5 billion industry in 2014, according to
BusinessWeek.
One anonymous property manager in south Florida wrote on an online forum, 

“I have had guests come into our clubhouse and office (smoke-free areas) using 
[e-cigarettes]. We mentioned it and, in one instance, the person took great offense,
stating they were not ‘smoking.’”
She adds, “Even restaurants and other public ‘smoke-free’ areas are confused

about the ‘gray-area’ of this new technology.”
She says, as of March, her company has decided to allow them because “Florida

has not established any legal guidelines to ban them from smoke-restricted areas.”
There are laws in 26 states and the District of Columbia that ban cigarette smok-

ing in bars, restaurants and the workplace.
E-cigarette use could surpass consumption of regular cigarettes in the next

decade, according to a recent article in the New York Times, citing Wells Fargo.
BizNow’s multifamily newsletter recently conducted a survey of its subscribers and

more than 500 readers responded with 64 percent in favor of banning them in non-
smoking multifamily communities and non-smoking floors.
NAA does not have a formal policy on e-cigarettes, says Greg Brown, Senior Vice 

President, Government Affairs, except that NAA supports the right of building owners to
establish their own policies, as long as they follow federal, state and local laws. 

Where There’s (No) Smoke
E-cigarettes produce vapor (not smoke), which dissipates several feet from

users’ mouths. Therefore, it does not create second-hand smoke, because it doesn’t
create smoke, period. They provide a nicotine fix, and include only traces of
“tobacco-specific nitrosamines” in samples tested by Environmental Protection
Agency, which can cause cancer under certain conditions and in sufficient
amounts. The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) on April 24 proposed rules
that would give it greater powers in regulating electronic cigarettes.
Following a 75-day public comment period, the age limit to buy the products 

is expected to be at least 18. States could choose to set it higher. Health warnings
would also be required and manufacturers would be required to register all their
products and ingredients with the FDA. They would need to provide scientific 
evidence before claiming direct or implied risk reduction with their product.

Paul R. Bergeron III is Director of Publications for NAA and can be 
reached at paul@naahq.org or 703-797-0606.

M a y  2 0 1 4  UNITS  53

T
Twenty-six states and 

Washington, D.C., have no-smoking
policies in public spaces.




