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What Matters to Consumers:
Top Three Benefits of Green

1. Healthy Place to Live
2. Lower Operating Costs
3. Part of a more sustainable lifestyle
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Multifamily is Hot.  Why Certify?

Market Differentiation

Institutional Investors

Energy Price Volatility

Corporate Reputation

Streamlined Entitlement Process, Development Review, Public 
Participation

BONUS REASON: Employee Retention
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ICC-700 National Green 
Building Standard 

Approved by American National 
Institute of Standards (ANSI)

2008 & 2012 version

Provides green rating system for 
all residential buildings

Sets four performance levels

Designed to be voluntary, above-
code program
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NGBS 
defines green 

home

100% project 
verification 

ensures 
compliance

National 
NGBS 

certification 
provides 

consistency
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Lot 
Design

Energy 
Efficiency

Water 
Efficiency

Resource 
Efficiency 

Indoor Air 
Quality

Operation & 
Maintenance Healthy

Comfortable
Durable

Energy Efficient
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NGBS Performance Levels
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Comparing Green Building 
Rating Systems

ANSI-approved consensus standard
Written in code language
Few mandatory provisions
Expansive, flexible point-based system
Multiple paths for energy compliance
All residential
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Scope of NGBS
Communities / Land Development

Single Family Homes
New Construction

Renovations, additions, accessory structures

Multifamily Buildings
New Construction – no height limit

Renovations, conversions

Mixed-use ok
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Renovation /Remodeling
2012 NGBS: Separate chapter focused on renovation

Similar to, but more comprehensive than, 2008 NGBS Green 
Remodel Path

Applicable mandatory practices

Energy & water reduction goals:

15% Bronze, 25% Silver, 35% Gold, 45% Emerald

Additional points required from other categories of green practices, 
but no minimum thresholds in each category
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100% Independent Verification
Qualify, Train, & Test

Previous experience in residential construction and green building

Standardize inspection process for projects

Accredit

Must have sufficient insurance, auto and liability

100% review of all inspection reports

Routine site audits for quality assurance

Nationwide verifier network

400+ 

50 state coverage
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Certification 
Fees

Practices and 
Products

Verification Costs

Technical Assistance
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Verification Costs

Market Rate

Inspections typically 1-2 hours each on SF homes
(rough & final)

Many verifiers provide other services

HERS raters, energy modeling

Design services

Nationwide network
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Certification Fees
NAHB Member Non‐member

Single Family $200 $500

Multi‐Family $200 + $20 per unit $500 + $20 per unit

Land 
Development

$2,500 $2,500
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mdesiderio@homeinnovation.com

301-430-6205

www.homeinnovation.com/green

@mdesiderio

ICC-700 National Green Building Certification Group

http://www.nahbrc.com/green
http://www.nahbrc.com/green
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Set Yourself Apart: Get 
Certified to the National Green 

Building Standard
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Details and 
Project Manual
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The Voyager at 
Space Center

• Certified Bronze

• NGBS
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Voyager NGBS 
Verification Report
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The Verona

• Bronze

• NGBS
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The Retreat at 
The Woodlands

• Bronze NGBS
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Retreat NGBS 
Designers Report
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Retreat NGBS 
Verifier Rough Report



Site Plan
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Arcadia’s Edge

• Under Construction

• Silver NGBS
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Arcadia’s Edge
NGBS Designers Report
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Construction Details
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Construction Details
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Green Communities under 
Construction

- The Vue – Lone Tree, Colorado
- Lakeshore Pearl – Austin, TX
- Broadstone Memorial – Houston, TX
- Broadstone Stonehaven – Round Rock, TX
- Springwoods Village – Houston, TX
- The Willowick – Houston, TX
- Domain at City Centre II – Houston, TX
- The Fairmont at Museum District – Houston, TX
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Green Communities on the 
Boards

- Vargos on the Lake – Houston, TX
- Broadstone Greenhouse – Houston, TX
- Fairway Manor – Memphis, TN
- Crabtree Place – Raleigh, NC
- Domain West – Houston, TX
- Domain Memorial – Houston, TX
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Green Building

A Builder’s Perspective
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Construction Management 
Services Since 1948

• Headquartered in Orangeburg, SC
• Specialize in market-rate apartments, 

senior living, student housing & 
affordable housing communities

• Geographic reach: SC, NC, GA, TN, 
KY, VA

• More than 2,000 units constructed in 
2012

• More than 1,500 units currently under 
construction

• www.cfevans.com 
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Involvement with NAHB Green 
Building Program

• 1st project in SC certified to 
National Green Building Standard; 
3rd largest building in U.S. certified 
to NGBS (at the time of 
certification)

• 1274 units certified to date
• 46 NAHB Certified Green 

Professionals on staff
• Member of NAHB Research 

Center’s Consensus Committee 
for NGBS 2012 Update
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Costs: Time to Bust the Myth!
% Differential

Site Work 0%

Building .15%

Inspection Fees 36%

Certification Fees 100%

TOTAL 0.31%
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Implementation – Process 
Overview

Verifier

NAHB Research Center

1 2 3 4 5

Builder

Notify NAHB Research 
Center of scheduled 

rough inspection

Complete & return 
builder application 
packet

Select & schedule 
accredited Verifier

Attend inspections 
& sign verification 
reports

Builder receives 
green certificate

Score project 
with Green 
Scoring Tool

Conduct 
rough 
inspection:  
verify points; 
email report

Conduct final 
inspection: verify 

points; confirm 
certification level; 

verifier and 
builder signature

Register home 
in Green 

Certification 
Program

Review final 
verification 

report

Issue green 
certificate
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Case in Point – Metro 808
• Charlotte, NC
• 237 units; 219,498 total heated SF
• Bronze level certification
• ~0.18% increased cost (as % of total)
• Examples of solutions/techniques used

– Site selection of an infill lot that was 
previously developed

– ENERGYSTAR® appliances
– (CRI) Green Label Plus carpet and 

GREENGUARD Children & Schools 
CertifiedSM insulation

– Low volume irrigation systems
– Storm water management plan with 

underground detention systems
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Case in Point – Verde Vista 
Apartment Homes

• Asheville, NC
• 252 units; 280,000 total heated SF
• Silver level certification and ENERGYSTAR®
• ~0.124% increased cost (as % of total) or 

$79/unit for NAHB
• ~.62% increased cost (as % of total) or 

$396/unit for ENERGYSTAR® certification
• Examples of solutions/techniques used

– Upgrade from 13 SEER to 14 SEER split 
system units

– Air sealing
– Used low flow faucets and shower heads
– Obtained ENERGYSTAR® Certification
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Case in Point – Terry Village
• Orangeburg, SC
• 14 units; 10,475 total SF
• Bronze level certification
• ~0.24% increased cost (as % of 

total)
• Examples of solutions/techniques 

used
– Water efficient landscaping
– Natural irrigation
– Preservation of wetlands
– High performance windows
– Increased insulation and air 

sealing
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Case in Point – Whitehall Parc
• Charlotte, NC
• 298 units; 209,000 total SF
• Bronze level certification
• ~0.24% increased cost (as % of total)
• Examples of solutions/techniques used

– ENERGYSTAR ® refrigerators, 
dishwashers and exhaust fans

– Low flow showerheads (2.5 gpm) and 
lavatory faucets (1.5 gpm)

– Zoned irrigation system with rain 
sensors

– Floor & Roof Trusses
– GreenGuard certified insulation
– Additional caulking for air infiltration
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Takeaways – Before Construction
• Introduce program and its merits to 

Client/Developer
• Determine the level of certification owner 

wishes to achieve
• If possible, coordinate with the design 

team before design is completed (helps 
avoid redesign: some points may require 
design/specification changes to meet 
required performance levels)

• Determine who’s hiring the Green Verifier 
– the owner or contractor

• Verifiers are like building inspectors: 
understand their expectations before the 
project begins



#NAAGreenConf

• Ensure your superintendent & field team understand the requirements & quality expected 
• Add language in contract scopes ensuring subcontractors are responsible for achieving 

relevant green points 
• Meet with building inspectors to make sure they know what you’re trying to achieve
• Work with subcontractors to ensure proper installation of relevant items
• Make sure verifier inspections are scheduled on time – once items/systems are covered 

up, you will be disqualified for those points

Takeaways – During Construction
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Takeaways – Post Construction
• Educate leasing agents on green 

features
• Highlight energy savings for residents 

(Energy Star appliances, sealed 
ductwork, etc.)

• Invite press to visit the project & write 
an article about green features

• Press releases
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Community Goodwill
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Key Hurdles & Recommended Solutions
HURDLE SOLUTION

Getting owners on board Proactively educate owners

Getting architects on board (may not be 
familiar with NAHB)

Proactively educate architects
– e.g., Lunch ‘N Learns

Controlling costs during construction

Make sure requirements are covered in 
subcontract scopes

Ensuring proper installation & quality

Ensure field team understands 
expectations / quality verifier will require

Project Management / Field 
Management don’t see value of green –
they want to build like they always have

Corporate buy-in / culture from the top & 
throughout entire organization
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So What? Benefits in a Nutshell
• Higher installation quality standards
• Builds increased awareness 

regarding the costs of waste - & 
building a culture of recycling & 
sustainability 

• For team members: Increased 
credibility in industry by holding 
yourself to higher standard & 
bringing solutions to the table

• Interest in community increases, 
utilize green features when meeting 
potential residents
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Janet Bowler, Director of Marketing
LEED Green Associate
NAHB Certified Green Professional
C.F. Evans Construction
p: 803.536.6443
c: 843.814.4884
www.cfevans.com

Follow us on Twitter for industry and company 
updates, news and more at @cf_evans
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